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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Recurrent Enterobacter cloacae septicemia, hepatic abscess, and
biliary leakage after intra-operative radiofrequency ablation of a
single liver metastasis plus sigmoidectomy
We were interested in the report of Razafindratsira et al. of com-
plications after intra-operative radiofrequency ablation (IRFA) of
liver metastases.1 While the report suggested that a hepatic abscess
had not been reported as a complication of IRFA when combined
with an additional potentially contaminated procedure such as
colectomy, we recently witnessed the development of severe septic
shock associated with liver abscess secondary to Enterobacter
cloacae. This resulted on day 12 after a sigmoid colectomy and
IRFA of a single liver metastasis with a simultaneous prophylactic
cholecystectomy.
IRFA of a single, 2.5 cm diameter liver metastasis was achieved
with 5-day prophylactic cover (piperacillin-tazobactam) with the
application of three superimposed circles but subsequent ultra-
sound revealed a large hepatic collection at the IRFA site. This
resulted in intrahepatic obstructive cholestasis, with high-volume
biliary leakage managed by intrahepatic stenting. Treatment was
effective, and the patient who had multiple comorbid disease
and had been classified as American Society of Anesthesiology
Classification class IV, was discharged after approximately 2
months in hospital.
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